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1. PURPOSE OF THIS POLICY. 

This Membership Policy details the categories, rights, responsibilities, fees and benefits 

associated with membership of The Friends of the Oscar W Inc (“the Association”) and the 

complementary administrative procedures necessary.  It provides clarity for members, 

volunteers and the Committee. 

2. MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS OVERVIEW. 

i. The Association recognizes Financial Membership categories and Honorary 

Membership categories, both of which embrace those who support the objectives of 

the Association. 

ii. Financial categories require payment of an Annual Membership Subscription unless 

otherwise stated.  All such subscriptions are set by the Committee pursuant to Clause 

7.5 of the Constitution. Members of the Association will be notified of any changes 

as they may occur. 

iii. Honorary categories are conferred by the Committee in recognition of service, 

contribution, or expertise. 

3. FINANCIAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES 

1. SINGLE MEMBER 

Membership Description 

A Single Member is an individual member.  

Benefits 

• Free Museum entry. 

• One free cruise ticket on the PS Oscar W per membership year. 

• Full voting rights at General Meetings. 

• Quarterly newsletter and member updates. 

Subscription Price 

$30.00 per year. 
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2. CONCESSIONAL MEMBER 

Membership Description 

A Concessional Member is an individual member who holds a valid Government 

issued concession card. These include, but are not necessarily limited to, a Pension 

Card, a Seniors Card, a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card, or a DVA card. 

Benefits 

• Free Museum entry. 

• One discounted (50%) cruise ticket on the PS Oscar W per membership year. 

• Full voting rights at General Meetings. 

• Quarterly newsletter and updates. 

Subscription Price 

$20.00 per year. 

3. FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 

Membership Description 

A Family Membership covers up to two adults and two directly related dependent 

children.  A ‘directly related dependent child’ is one who is under the age of 18 years, 

who does not live independently, and is either the child or grand-child of the adult 

member(s).  

Benefits 

• Free Museum entry. 

• Four free cruise tickets (2 adults + 2 children) on the PS Oscar W per 

membership year. 

• Up to two adult votes per membership at General Meetings. 

• Quarterly newsletter and updates. 

Subscription Price 

$50.00 per year. 
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4. SILVER MEMBER 

 Membership Description 

A Silver Member is an individual member who pays an enhanced Annual Membership 

Subscription to support the aims and objectives of the Friends of Oscar W Inc. 

Benefits 

• Free Museum entry (for member + guest). 

• Two free cruise tickets (member + guest) on the PS Oscar W per membership year. 

• Recognition in publications and reports as is appropriate. 

• Full voting rights at General Meetings. 

• Quarterly newsletter and up-dates. 

• Priority bookings for cruises and special events.  

• Invitations to member-only heritage functions.   

Subscription Price 

$100.00 per year. 

5. GOLD MEMBER 

Membership Description 

A Gold Member is an individual member on whom the payment of a one-off, highly 

enhanced membership subscription bestows significant membership rights. 

Benefits  

• Lifetime membership. 

• Free Museum entry (for member + guest). 

• Two free cruise tickets (member + guest) on the PS Oscar W per membership year. 

• Full voting rights at General meetings. 

• Quarterly newsletter and updates. 

• Permanent recognition on the Association Honour Roll. 

• Certificate of Appreciation. 

• Priority bookings for cruises and special events. 

• Priority invitation to member only heritage events.   

Subscription Price 

$500.00 once only. 
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6. CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP 

Membership Description 

Corporate Membership may be granted to any body corporate, group or organization 

which embraces the objects of the Association, provided always that any such body is 

represented by a natural person who is entitled to the membership benefits detailed.  

Benefits 

• Free Museum entry. 

• One free cruise ticket on the PS Oscar W per membership year. 

• Full voting rights at General Meetings. 

• Quarterly newsletter and member updates. 

Subscription Price 

$30 per year. 

 

4. HONOURARY MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES. 

1. HONOURARY SERVICE MEMBER 

Membership Description 

An Honorary Service Member is an individual member who is granted honourary 

membership by the Committee in recognition of specialized skills, outstanding 

operational service, or heritage preservation work assessed as being essential to the 

operation and maintenance of the Oscar W. 

Benefits 

• Free Museum entry. 

• One free cruise ticket on the PS Oscar W. 

• Full voting rights at General Meetings if a member of the Association. 

• Quarterly newsletter and member updates. 

Subscription Price.   

Nil 
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2. HONOURARY LIFE MEMBER 

Membership Description 

An Honorary Life Member is an individual member who is granted honorary membership 

for life by the Committee in recognition of extended exemplary service to the Association. 

Benefits 

• Free Museum entry. 

• One free Friends Day Out cruise ticket on the PS Oscar W per membership year. 

• Full voting rights at General Meetings. 

• Quarterly newsletter and member updates. 

• Permanent recognition on the Honour Roll. 

• Invitation to recognition and heritage events.   

• Acknowledgement in publications and reports as is appropriate. 

Subscription Price 

Nil. 

 

5. MEMBERSHIP ADMINISTRATION 

1. Membership Year 

For other than the year 2025-26, and commencing on 1 January 2027, the Association 

membership year shall commence on 1 January and expire on 31 December of that same 

year. 

2. Application for New Membership 

i. Any person or organization wishing to become a member of the Association must apply 

in writing on the form approved by the Committee for this purpose. 

ii. Each application shall be scrutinized by the Committee which, in its absolute 

discretion, may determine the appropriate class of the applicant’s membership, or may 

refuse the application.  

iii. Membership of the Association is contingent upon the payment of the Membership 

fee.  Applicants accepted after the commencement of the membership year will be 

required to pay a pro-rata fee as determined from time to time by the Committee.
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3. Renewal of Membership  

i. Members of the Association may renew such membership annually by the payment 

of the required fee. 

ii. The Membership Fee shall fall due and be payable at the beginning of the 

Membership Year in a manner determined by the Committee. 

iii. Any member who fails to pay the required annual membership fee within a period of 

two Calander months of the due date shall be the subject of reminder notice.   

iv. Unless a defaulting member is granted a specific waiver by the Committee, a failure 

to pay the fee before the end of the Calander month immediately following such 

notice will result in an automatic termination of membership. Any such member will 

be notified in writing by the Secretary of such termination.   

The Committee, in its absolute discretion, shall retain the right to refuse any application for 

renewal of membership.   

4. Right of Appeal 

i. Any person who is refused a renewal of membership may appeal that decision within 

14 days by a notice in writing to the Secretary. 

ii. Any such appeal shall be considered by the Committee at its next following scheduled 

Committee meeting.  The Committee must ensure that the appellant is provided with 

the opportunity to present any relevant evidence either personally or in writing prior 

to the final decision. 

5. Membership Fees 

The fees for Membership of the Association shall be determined by the Committee each 

year at its last scheduled meeting prior to the end of the Membership Year. 

 

6. Honorary Service Membership Criteria 

When considering the bestowal of Honorary Service Membership the Committee must 

satisfy itself of the following in respect of any proposed recipient: 

• The nature and value of any specialized skills offered.  

• The nature and value of any operational service offered.  

• The essential nature and value of any heritage preservation work relevant to the 

operation and/or maintenance of the Oscar W. 

Such considerations must be recorded in the minutes of the relevant meeting of 

Committee.  
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7. Honorary Life Membership Criteria 

i. Honorary Life Membership may be granted to any Member by the Committee, if, in its 

sole discretion, it is satisfied that a nominee has met the following criteria: 

• Upheld and contributed to the objectives of the Association in a demonstrably 

meritorious and professional manner. 

• Contributed to the Association in a manner considered to be above the normal 

expectations of a Member. 

• Has been a member of the Association for a minimum of ten (10) years. 

• Has served as a Committee member of the Association for a minimum of five (5) years. 

ii. For the avoidance of doubt, Life Membership should not be considered as an 

appropriate recognition of lengthy service or long-term membership only. 

iii. The Committee shall consider the bestowal of Life Membership on the receipt of a 

nomination in writing from any Member of the Association which must include as a 

minimum: 

• Details of the nominee’s service to the Association.  

• Signatures of the Proposing Member and a Seconder, both of whom must be current 

Members of the Association. 

iv. Any decision by the Committee to bestow Life Membership shall not be deemed carried 

if two or more members of the Committee vote in the negative. 

v. In the event that the Committee does not consider the nominee has met the required 

criteria to be suitable for elevation to Life Member, the President shall be responsible 

for informing the Proposer of this decision together with the reason(s) for it. 

     

6. Policy Review 

This Policy Statement will be reviewed every three years, in consultation with Members of the 
FOW and Active Volunteers.  It will be tabled at the respective FOW Committee meeting, and 
revised as necessary to keep up to date with new legislation and any organisational changes. 

 

 

 

PH Collins                  20/5/26 

Signed By:                 Date Approved 

President of FOW 

 


